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G C S E  E X A M I N A T I O N S

MUSIC

Listening and Appraising Exam - 40%
Performance - 30% 
Composition - 30%

Elements of Music

Programme 
Music – listening 
and Appraising

Understanding 
Rhythm - 

performance

Pitch notation

Learning to play 
the keyboard

African Drumming

Playing the Djembe

Fusions

Understanding 
chords

Creating accompaniments

Performance and 
composition on the 

keyboard

Dance Music

Composition using 
Music Technology

The Blues

Performance and 
Composition of 12 

bar Blues

Rock n Roll 
performance

Swing performance

Listening and 
Appraising music in 

these styles

Form and Structure

Listening and Appraising 
music from Western 

Classical Music

Creating a piece using 
Variation/Rondo form

Learning to play chords 
on the Ukulele

Performing and creating 
accompaniments for pop 

songs

Composing a pop song 
using Music Technology

Music for Stage and Screen

Listening and 
Appraising – film 

music and 
composers

Performing film themes Vocal Music

Britpop – listening 
and Appraising

Performance of 
Wonderwall

Arranging a Britpop song 
in ensembles

The use of 
Technology in 

Music
Sequencing

Multi - Track 
Recording

The History of 
Pop Music

AOS 3
Music for Stage and Screen

Set Work – Defying Gravity

Ensemble 
Performance

Star Wars

Solo 
Performance

AOS 4
Fusions

Set work – Afro 
Celts ‘Release’

Ensemble 
Performance

Set Work – Samba 
Em Preludio

Solo 
Performance

AOS 2 
Vocal Music

Set Work – 
Killer Queen

Free 
Composition

Set Work – Music 
For a While

Free 
composition

AOS 1 
Instrumental Music

Set Work – Bach Brandenburg 
Concerto no.5

Free 
Composition

Set Work - Beethoven 
– Pathetique

Solo 
Performance

Unfamiliar 
listening

Brief 
Composition

Ensemble 
Performance

Solo 
Performance

Revision of set 
works.


